Characteristics of glycine-activated conductances in cultured medullary neurons from embryonic rat.
Characteristics of glycine-activated currents in 10- to 20-day-old neurons were studied using the gigaseal whole-cell technique. Glycine activated a Cl- conductance that was blocked by strychnine acting as a mixed inhibitor, effecting both Imax and Kd. Glycine receptors with at least two different sensitivities to strychnine were found, based on the apparent inhibition constants (Ki). These two Ki values were associated with different Hill coefficients for the glycine responses. Cs+ activated the same receptor and also activated a relatively nonselective cation conductance.